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The works of artmakers below
35 years old offer the possibility
ofasignificant return on
investment

Arthur Sim
Arts Correspondent

theappeal of instant street cred.

But it is not easy to find the work
of young artists as many galleries
prefer to represent more estab-
lished names.

Artcommune gallery director Ho
Sou Ping says: “Due to the lower
price points of younger artists,
even if we earn 100 per cent of the
selling price, it is still lower than
the commissions we can receive
for established artists in terms of
absoluteamount.

“From a business perspective, it
‘may not make sense for us to repre-
sentyoungartists.”

The price of a young artist’s work
can double overnig

For Shavonne Wong, it more
than doubled after British movie
star Idris Elba not only bought
three of her digital artworks, but
also posted about them on TikTok
onJan13.

The works were sold as non-
fungible tokens (NFTs) on the
sales portal OpenSea.

In less than two weeks, the price
for Wong's work went from

around 0.02 to 0.32 ETH
(Ethereum cyptocurrency, around
$801t0$1,300).

NETS are unique digital tokens
which offer proof of ownership
and igi

gallery does

support some young artists, many

are off the radar and some even go

underground until a shift in the

zeitgeist throws a spotlight on
em.

In Britain, for instance, the street
artist Banksy was once considered
a vandal for his graffiti in the
1990s. Now, he can command
seven-figure sums for hisart.

In October, a Banksy artwork
sold for around US$25 million
(5$33.7 million) at auction house
Sotheby’sin London.

Affordability and the possibility
of a significant return on invest-
ment aside, rebellion and a sense
ofan emerging counter-culture are
interesting aspects of the works of

knownas the blockchain.

Wong, 31, does concede that
prices of Love Is Love, which com-
prises 500 individual artworks,
have since come down.

Still, the thrill of owning art that
increases in value dramatically is
definitely one reason to invest ina
youngartist.

Pick the rightartist, regardlessof
whether the medium is digital or
even spray paint, and there is also

¥

Should these works become
mainstream a couple of decades
down the road, one would regret
not picking them up while their
creators were still considered the
advance guard.

Here are eight artists under the
age of 35 you should not miss out
oncollecting.

arthursim@sph.com.sg

Sculpture in steel, stainless
steel mesh, rope an
eyebolts (left titled
fingerscrossed(waiting-
forthatgoodmorningtext)
(2021) by Joshua Kane
Gomes (above, hugging
another of his sculptures
titled Mood IH). Prices for
Gomes' works are between
$1,000 and $6,800 from
Richard Koh Fine Art.
PHOTOS: RICHARD KOH
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Joshua Kane Gomes, 29

theirwork in publicand exposingit to criticism.
Itusually does not become part o the workitself,

Israfil Rldhwan, 23

whichiswhy tist Joshua Theart yearand his works sold out.
i ofthemind § havejust terriblein  His paintingsare done mostly in
thhearnst ho had tafter Israfil Ridhwan. ive, Dlls but have paint
from d Fine Artsin ive-dri ic marker.
2017. point: Prices for the
Hewasgiven isbigbreskby gallerstRichard Koh, ubtl rtworksat his first solo show
whosays hllkes Gomes -uncanny sblicy menacing, they exudean were between$1,000and$3,000.
dbisirst i He by Cuturi

vity.
coloshowat Richard Koh Fin At i Kuala Lumpur
2019.

Price point: Between $1,000 and $6,800 from
Richard Koh Fine Art

Aftergraduating from the
Nanyang Academy of Fine Artsin
2020, he went on to have his first
soloshow at Cuturi Gallery last

Gallery, butas heis currently
servinghis national service,
potential buyers will have to wait
forhis ORD.

Artist Israfil
Ridhwan (above)
with his painting
titled Into The
Grass Fields,
which sold for
$1,600 at Cuturi
Gallery. PHOTO:
CUTURI GALLERY

Digitally manipulated photo art by Howie Kim, titled
Selfie 4. Price on request. PHOTO: HOWIE KIM

Howie Kim, 31

Youwill either love or hate the

narcissism in Howie Kim’s pop

confections - over 87,000 of his

Instagram followers apparently
veit.

His sense of the surreal has also
made him popularin the
advertisingworld, with
commissions for bigbrands suchas
IWCSchaffhausen, Universal
Music, DBSand Tiger Beer.

“Istill consider this myart,” he

says.
Buyers have contacted him
directly via Instagram and he has
sold paintings for around $3,000.
While hehasalsosold NFT art, he
has mixed feelings about the NFT
artscene, which he describesasart
“onsteroids”. Though you might
alsodescribe his work with those
same words.
Price point: Prices for digital
prints onarchival paper start at
$250 and NFT art under his online
handle Bongdirk759 starts at about
0.1ETH on Opensea.



Artist Shavonne
Wong (far left)
with her artwork,
titled Year Of
The Tiger. She
also produced
pieces like

The Kiss (left).
PHOTOS: SAMUEL
ANG, SHAVONNE

WONG
Shavonne Wong, 31
The digital realm has helped to curators, gallerists or sponsors,
create aspace for: young amsls llke she putup work on online
Shavonne Won; old.
anart world that usually exists But that is not what she finds
‘museums “Iget to say what
and galleries. cultureis,” she says.
Withadiploma from Temasek ~ Price point: Wong recently sold
Polytechnic,a smatteringof 3D anNFT artwork ont the exclusive
computer Super] i ETH
previous careerasa pholog\'npher, (Ethereum crypmcurrency,
‘Wong decided she would become $12,400). Her Love Is Love series is
anartist in 2020. stillavailable on OpenSea, witha
Without the validation of starting price ofaround 0.1 ETH.
A detail of a
painting in

acrylic on canvas
by Wayan Novi
(below) titled
Sunflower. This is
available at Art
Porters Gallery

for $6,000.
PHOTOS: ART
PORTERS GALLERY
Wayan Novi, 33 sincehewasyoungand
didnotevenhavea
bankaccount or
Yogyakarta-based Balineseartist  passportuntil he
Wayan Novi bythe ingap
founders of Singapore galleryArt  for his first solo
Porters, who marvelled at the showin2018.
textures of his work. With Novi, the
Created ay of k ki isnotan
in his sculy the d there
Imost like sketch i
scratched insand. h|s]abourerlpumu]l|sm
Theartisthas e point: From $3,500 for
livedamong sculpluresand $2,000 for
farmers  paintings from Art Porters Gallery
Flattery
(right), a
ceramic
artwork by
Fyon Cheong
(far right),
$1,300 from
Touch Craft
Unit
Fyon Cheong, 28
yisa process of h
snmeumesassoclated with glvmg]lfe Soitis Dnly
‘yon Cheong’s
unmmakable anthropomorphic qual ny.
Yet, her work looks not so much human, but like
She calls clay the “perfect mcdlum for exploring my
Ms Deborah Lim, curator. anrl]unmrpartner at
curatorial, advisory andartist management business
Chan + Hori Contemporary, says Cheong’swork has a
delicatenessand tenderness thatis not easy to
A video artwork titled Resigning Mass Redux (above), by Tristan Lim (below), i PHOTOS: achieve with ceramics. “Her workis evolvingin both
which is being sold as an NFT for 1.5 ETH at The Columns Gallery. PHOTOS: WEIXIANG LIMAVISUAL scaleand complexity.”
TRISTAN LIM, SAMUEL ANG ARTS DEVELOPMENT Price point: Cheong’s work s available through
ASSOCIATION Common Touch Craft Unit. Prices range between
SINGAPORE $800and $2,500.

Tristan Lim, 28

Tristan Lim says he has
been creating videoart
persistently for about
fiveyears.

Itisamedium thatis
hardtosell, butas far
asheis concerned, “not
sellingdoesn’t matter”
ashe supports himself
with freelance jobs.

‘With the advent of the
digital art market, this could
change. He was selected to
show new workatan NFT
showcase by The Columns Gallery
attheS.E.A. Focusart fairlast
month.
Ga]lerydlrector DongJo Chang

If, as some tech titans believe,
the future exists in the metaverse,
then Lim'sart mightjust be what

say:
“fnearmlwhospecmllseun
both3D (th d

those
melawn]ls .
i int: His NFT art startsat

AR (augmentedreality)”.

15ETH from The Columns Gallery.

Dominic Thian, 26

The Modernism movement was
followed by Postmodernism —
arejection, broadly, of the
‘machine age of the early 20th
century.

With the rise of technology
in the information age, could
the post-technoart movement
beonits way?

In the work of artist Dominic
Thian, itis already here. He
studied at the Grand Central
Atelierin New York, whichis
known forits classical art
education, and his skilland
technique in the style of European
mastersis impressive.

AC43 Gallery manager Wong Pei
Linsays the gallery decided to

represent Thian because he has

the potential to become

col]ectlhle DOMINIC THIAN
: Between $900 and

Artist Dominic Thian's (left) painting in oil on linen, Ascension (above). It was
sold at artcommune gallery for $2,300. PHOTOS: ARTCOMMUNE GALLERY,

SZ 400 from AC43 Gallery
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