
 

Updated on 15 Mar 2024  Page 1 of 5 

 

 

 

 

NAFA STUDIOS @ CITÉ INTERNATIONALE DES ARTS 
RESIDENCY PROGRAMME (GENERAL) 
 

OVERVIEW 
 
The NAFA Studios @ Cité Internationale des arts Residency Programme (CRP) aims to expose 
Singapore and Southeast Asian artists to the international arts/design scene, where they could 
undertake residency programmes overseas and network with international artists and designers. 
Applicants may apply to participate in CRP for a minimum of two (2) months and up to six (6) 
months. 
 

ABOUT THE CITÉ INTERNATIONALE DES ARTS 
 
The Cité internationale des arts is an artists' residency that brings together artists in the heart of 
Paris and allows them to implement a creative or research project in all disciplines. Since its 
opening in 1965, the Cité Internationale des Arts has accommodated more than 18,000 artists 
from around the world. The Cité encourages cross-cultural dialogue and provides a place where 
artists can meet with their public and other professionals.  
  
The Cité internationale des arts is located on two separate sites; the first is in Paris’ Marais 
district and the second in Montmartre. Every month, in partnership with 135 French and 
international organisations, the Cité’s two complementary sites welcome more than 300 artists 
from a wide range of disciplines for residencies lasting up to 1 year.  
  
Visit the link below for more information:  
https://manager.artishocsite.com/media/cia/188349-livret_d_accueil.pdf 
 

RESIDENCY OPPORTUNITY 
 
Artists coming for residency should develop an artistic project (research or creation project), 
connect with the resident community, or establish ties with the local artistic scene. The diverse 
range of artists in residence at any one time allows for rich artistic conversations and potential 
for collaborations. The Cité has a vast network of contacts in Paris and wider France, and is able 
to assist artists in developing their networks in France. The complex also houses an exhibition 
space where artists can display their works and an auditorium where they can perform concerts. 
The Cité organises a programme of open studios throughout the year. Artists are also able to 
participate in the weekly open studios organised by Cité.  
  
Various spaces are available for the use of the artists in residence:  

• A screen-printing and an engraving workshop  
• A ceramics studio 
• Presentation spaces:  
• A gallery with a surface area in excess of 500 m2  
• The “Petite Galerie”, a 25 m2 exhibition space giving onto the street  
• “Le Corridor”, exhibition space  
• 5 rehearsal studios  
• A 128-seat auditorium  
• The “Café des arts”, which is a convivial and versatile space  
• Outdoor areas  
• An exhibition, conference and performance space in Montmartre  

  
The Cité internationale des arts makes several of these spaces available to residents at special 
rates. Residents should inform Cité what they may need ahead of time.  

https://manager.artishocsite.com/media/cia/188349-livret_d_accueil.pdf
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WHAT DOES CRP COVERS? 
 
The CRP will provide awardees with 100% subsidy of a studio apartment (30 sqm) in Paris. The 
studios comprise one large room off an entrance, with a partitioned sleeping area, and a 
kitchenette and bathroom. The live-in studio contains the following furniture and equipment:   

• Bedding (duvet or blankets)   
• Pillows and sheets   
• Curtains   
• Hotplate   
• Refrigerator   
• Sufficient tableware for two people  
• Kitchen utensils   
• Table   
• Chairs   
• Shelves   
• Lighting fixtures   
• Landline for receiving outside calls   
• Cleaning kit  
 

WHEN 
 
Application is open all year round. Applicants should apply at least six (6) months before the 
intended residency start date and buffer ample time for visa approval (if applicable). 
 

SPECIFICATIONS 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 

 

Special Projects Unit (SPU) administers the call for applications, interviews and approvals of 
applications. Candidates will be reviewed by a selection panel comprising staff from the 
Strategic Development Division (SDD) and the Academic Division. 
 

Eligibility 

 

Open to Singapore and Southeast Asian artists residing in Singapore.  

 
Applicants should: 

• demonstrate evident artistic traits and high potential to excel in the arts and design sectors; 

• show strong desire, determination, commitment and passion for excelling in their creative 
practice; 

• be an active participant in external arts and design-related activities; 

• have minimum 5 years’ experience of art practice. 

 
Applicants may register one (1) additional co-resident artist to work on a joint project during the 
CRP and share the live-in studio. The co-resident must meet the eligibility criteria and attributes 
set out for the CRP. The co-resident may or may not be NAFA affiliated and must pay an 
additional monthly fee according to the co-residency rates set by Cité internationale des arts, 
which should be paid directly to Cité.  
 
Applicants are allowed to be accompanied by their spouse or child under the age of seven (7) 
who may not have art practice as an Accompanying Person or Visitor during the CRP. The 
awardee is required to pay additional charges according to the latest rates set by Cité 
internationale des arts, which should be paid directly to Cité. 
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Duration of Residency 

The applicant can choose to do a residency of two (2) months for the following periods: 

 

2024 Residency Calendar  

Period Arrival Departure Application Cut Off Dates 

1 3 January 2024 27 February 2024 2 July 2023 

2 4 March 2024 26 April 2024 3 September 2023 

3 3 May 2024 27 June 2024 2 November 2023 

4 3 July 2024 27 August 2024 2 January 2024 

5 2 September 2024 28 October 2024 1 March 2024 

6 4 November 2024 27 December 2024 3 May 2024 

 

2025 Residency Calendar  

Period Arrival Departure Application Cut Off Dates 

1 3 January 2025 26 February 2025 2 July 2024 

2 4 March 2025 28 April 2025 3 September 2024 

3 5 May 2025 27 June 2025 4 November 2024 

4 3 July 2025 28 August 2025 2 January 2025 

5 3 September 2025 28 October 2025 2 March 2025 

6 3 November 2025 26 December 2025 2 May 2025 

 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
Application 
Complete the application form digitally and email the following supporting documents to 
spu@nafa.edu.sg, indicating “Application for NAFA Studios @ Cité Internationale des arts” as 
the subject line: 

a) Proposal 

• Statement of motivation (how the residency supports the development of his/her work 
and how it will make a difference to his/her practice) 

• Residency project plan and timeline 

• Details of the proposed work to be developed and completed during the residency. 

• Details on how the residency will contribute back to NAFA. 
b) Biography and Curriculum Vitae 
c) Portfolio of Works 

 
The Application Form and all supporting materials should be sent as attachments, in PDF 
(.pdf) format. Please ensure that the total file size does not exceed 5MB. Alternatively, you 
may send a link to access the required documents or share a link to an online portfolio. 
 
CRP applicants will have to pay a non-refundable application fee of S$109 (GST included).   

 
Applicants are encouraged to follow the application flowchart in Annex A. 

 

Important note when planning for your residency application  
Do check your planned residency dates and your eligibility to enter the Schengen Area. 
According to the 90/180-day rule, any foreign national who enters the Schengen area can stay 
for up to 90 days within any 180 days. If you have travelled to and stay in the within the past 
180 days prior from your planned residency start date, please use the Visa Calculator tool to 
determine the precise number of days remaining for your authorised stay.  
  
For residency duration of more than 90 days, you will need to apply for a long-stay visa after 
you receive the Letter of Invitation from Cité. For more information on France Visa application, 
refer to https://france-visas.gouv.fr/en/singapore.  

mailto:spu@nafa.edu.sg
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/schengen-visa-countries-list/
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/visa-calculator
https://france-visas.gouv.fr/en/singapore
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You are strongly encouraged to not purchase air tickets before the long-stay visa is approved 
as the approval duration may vary depending on circumstances.  
 
Applicants are encouraged to check with the embassy in their country of residence if more time 
is required for Visa application. 

 

Selection and Assessment 
The selection panel will review the applicant’s artistic merit, track record, contribution to 
knowledge exchange to the NAFA community and residency project plan. 
 
Selected applicants will be interviewed by a selection panel comprising staff from the Strategic 
Development Division (SDD) and the Academic Division. 
 
Cité internationale des arts will review the application and send the Letter of Invitation to the 
successful applicant. 

 

Award 

Applicants may need to address stipulations or corrections for the CRP to be approved. 
Applicants will need to fund the necessary travel arrangements and any other costs involved for 
the residency. Applicants are highly encouraged to apply for grants from agencies such as the 
National Arts Council (NAC). 
 

Requisite Output  

Successful applicants are required to produce a meaningful output to benefit NAFA students, 
alumni, faculty upon their return. Applicants are to develop a new work or further an ongoing 
work which can be in the form of research, visual artwork, performance, composition or creative 
writing.  

 

Deliverables 

Awardees are required to produce the following deliverables during the entire course of the 

CRP: 

a) Documentation of the process (e.g. research findings, design sketches, recordings, etc.) 

and outcome of the overseas residency. The Awardee shall grant permission to NAFA to 

use, print, publish, reproduce, copy or publicly distribute, in any form, such works for 

educational, teaching, research, marketing, promotional, and administrative purposes. 

b) Submission of a review by the mid-point of the residency to inform SPU of any changes 

made to the residency proposal and provide a progress update. 

c) Completion of Post-Residency artist talk, workshops and residency showcase that benefit 

the NAFA community within three (3) months from the end date of residency. 

d) Submission of a Post-Overseas Residency Evaluation Report within a month of the 

completion of Artist talk and residency showcase. 

e) Submission of any applicable digital/physical collaterals related to the project, publicity, 

house programmes, catalogues, etc. 

 

You may refer to the CRP Application Guide found in Annex A for more information. 

 

If you have any queries, please email spu@nafa.edu.sg. 

  

mailto:spu@nafa.edu.sg
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) 

 

Q. Can I apply for this alongside another overseas artist residency in an application?  

A. No, each overseas artist residency application needs to be submitted individually.  

  

Q. Can I apply for both NAFA Studios@Cité internationale des arts and the Special Projects 

Award at the same time?   

A. Yes, you may apply for both at the same time. The applications will be assessed based on the 

criteria for each programme.  

  

Q. Can I apply for a residency duration of less than two months?  

A. A minimum of two (2) months according to Cité internationale des arts residency period is 

required; a shorter stay would incur a monthly surcharge to be paid to Cité internationale des 

arts.  

 

Q. Can I apply for a residency duration of more than two (2) months? 

A. No, applicants are only eligible to apply for two (2) months. 

  

Q. Can I end the residency before the agreed-upon end date?  

A. Any proposed changes need to be fully explained in writing and sought for prior written 

approval from SPU. This will be assessed on a case-by-case basis.  

  

Q. Am I allowed to receive funding from other funding bodies for the same intended residency at 

Cité internationale des arts?   

A. Yes, you may. Applicants are strongly encouraged to seek funding from other sources. You 

should indicate in the application form if you have applied or have plans to apply for grants 

from other funding bodies.  

  

Q. Am I allowed to choose the studio space for the residency?  

A. No, studio spaces are allocated based on availability.  

  

Q. Is there a penalty if I did not meet the deliverables?  

A. Yes, you shall reimburse the full cost of residency fees to NAFA unless stated otherwise. You 

will also not be considered for any future applications for programmes under SPU.  

 

Q. Can I apply for the NAFA Studios @ Cité internationale des arts more than once?   

A. Yes, applicants may apply for the CRP once every three (3) years.  

 

 


